* 


N 


e | 


: g 
. > _y 
„ LAT TS 
>a G 4 «+. oy 


MA1TMAMS TOW; :* 45: * 
; 


DECEM BER 124 17765 FX ye vhs © 


| | Ve 
Being the Day appointed for a General Faſt, LR 


. - * 
3 5 x | 
— 1 0 
. Los 'N 
" a : 
ad” IAG ALI At ated : | | 
_ 4 ww {1 
: G . +. | N 
- , " N %.. n 
8 , * , . 14 
5 41 
- , ; By * 1 ” : 
EIS E. RAD CL | 
1 — 8989 
TE n I — OL. —— - | * 
$ — 'V 5 » 
> 4 0 N 3 4 
, 9 4 N 
8 . p — 5 2 1 n Fad Fs... * 1 1 A” : | 
* 4 * "£5. . , — 1 
wo” ” / yew? * . 5 . * [| 
2 . . xY "of — » : 
3 4 * . WES. K 
. . K * * 19 
"Pp > ” jy x | 
82 a * . - 6 
- ' Fr 778 
p ” G * *. = 4 4 7 | 5 os of : / 
NR 2222 ͥͤͥĩ²¹;᷑ A APE © | a 4.0 
1 — 5 — — — — — — — — 5 1 
, * 8 * A N 5 Ba 4 
* 1 - L * - _ 
. . * 1 5 ? | | - * A | — 1 
8 * 4 het a» : g as * < * 
1 8 « 4 — LY 
F ** F | , +2 s 94 be 1 
CE FI 1 0 N DUN. 5 . 
As HNSON; N 85 Pa I's Charche - 9894 
Printed for 10 0. 72, St. Paul's h? Sf 
s * 3 «© 4 2 * g 
. a Vard. MB CCLXRVI N | 8 1 
2» : \ 4 . 


* —" \ ” . p . 1 - 5 
* 1 * { 4 8 1 * " = 
, 1 p 7 — 1 = 2 PX = = „ of 4 4 : ” q $5 * b K 
7 7 : : - 14 o Dee —_— 7 * 1 * 4 4, * oo 
. 9 / : 4d 1 G | 9 : . A * 
= . 7 — * * kk. » 9 * a > l | — Ry l 4 


8 
"I 


# 


Ps ALM Ixxxix. ver. 31, 32. 


. Iii nl | rj 

1 If they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my 
» ' commandments'; then will I vifit their 
"tranſgreſſions *with""the rod, and theit 
iniquity with fripes. = 9 5 


A. Senſe of religion is ſo deeply implanted 
| in human nature, that perhaps there 
never was a nation, civilized. or barbarous, 
without ſome apprehenſions of a Deity, to 
whoſe interpoſition they aſcribed their ſuc- 
ceſſes and misfortunes. . Accordingly, we 
find them engaged at certain times in ſuch 
acts of public worſhip, as they thought cal- 
culated to ave 
his favor. It is true, their practices upon 
theſe occaſions have often been abſurd and 
ſuperſtitious; but the principle which dic- 
tated them was pious and laudable. Reve- 
lation teaches. us to aſcribe all events to the 


permiſſion or appointment of the Almighty; 


and to believe that he will accept of the wor- 
ſhip of the humble and ſincere, when ac- 


; A. companied 


rt his diſpleaſure or conciliate 
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companied with true — and amend- 
ment. 
It is dur duty, ene to join in thoſe 


ſolemnities which lead us to acknowledge 


the ſovereignty and ſupremacy of God, and 


to implore his bleſſing and protection in all 
our concerns.. In the ſyſtem of nature there 
can be no ſuch thing as chance, or uncer- 
cuinty; every occurrence is regulated by 
unerring wiſdom, and comprehended in one 
general plan; we are even told, that the 
ſparrow falls not to the ground unnoticed, 
and the very mp of our head ate all num- 
bered. 
How möck Foe then are we Wind, in 
thoſt events wh ich decide the fate of king- 
toms and nations, to acknowledge an over- 
ruling influence, and to be iniſtructed by 
thoſe adrnonitions Which are contained in 
our. mercies and calamities? I make peace 
and I create evil, I the, Lord do all thefe 
things : If they teak ty ſtatutes ind keep 

— 9 my eo Fitts ves will 1 viſit 

eit_trab\preons wth the rod and their 
Kguity with ſerie Apreeable to this 
Princip le, we Na Ghetat finds been called 
eh to proſtrate 1.50157 77 5 God, and 
to, $9! y our vows to th 0 moſt Hij 

thin the 1 memory of 1 of us, an 


| unüskural inſurrection ſprung ap among us, 


pierced i into the bowels of out cdithtty, ard 
advanced 
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make us apprehenſtve of our conſtitution 
und liberty being overturned. In our diſtreſs 
we fled to 2. — of the Almi hty, and 
he covered us under the ſhadow of his wings 
till the ſtorm was overblown. 


Since then, a neighbouring kingdom was 


near periſhing by an earthquake ; one of 
the moſt tremendous judgements of heaven; 
its metropolis. was overwhelmed, and thou- 
ſands were buried in one common grave. 
Every European ſtate confeſſed the hand of 
Omnipotence, and trembled for its ſafety. 
Conſcious of our deſerts, and precarious 
ſituation, we repaired to the ſanctuary of 
the Lord; and he was pleaſed to ſay to his 
awful viſitation. Hatherto ſhalt oy 8%, 
and no farther.” | 

Not long ago, we were engaged in a war 
as extenſive as the globe; France and Spain 
threatened to invade our coaſts ; and a ſeries 
of lofles and diſappointments convinced us 
of the feebleneſs of human force. We ac- 
companied our vigorous efforts with our 
petitions to the Lord of hoſts; and the de- 
ligns of our enemies were not only defeated, 
but our arms were crowned: wigh unparal- 
leled tocels, 

But how ſhall i deſcribe the ſad occaſion 
of our preſent aſſembling, together ? a cala- 


mity as antenne as unexpected; a dinition 
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advanced with ſuch. alarming ſucceſs as to 
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(4) 
of the happieſt empire under heaven; 4 
conteſt which,” from ſmall beginnings, has 
ariſen to the moſt tragical criſis ——a' civil 
war——which, diſdaining all conciliatory 
- propoſals, appeals only to the ſword; in 
which every combatant that falls, muſt be 
conſidered as a friend or brother ſlain; by 
which both muſt be ſufferers, and the con- 
queror muſt weep over his ſucceſs. Scarce 
had we put ati end to'our rejoicings; for 
having triumphed over a common foe; be- 
fore the ſeeds of diſcord ſprung up among 
ourſelves; as if we had determined to re- 
venge their cauſe, and execute thoſe miſ- 
chiefs which they had attempted in vain. 
Let us ſeriouſly contemphte the circum- 
ſtances of our preſent fittiation—when a pro- 
fitable, and by much the largeſt; part of our 
dominions has thrown off its dependance— 
when thoſe who acted in concert with us as 
fellow-ſubjeRs, are ranked under an oppo- 
fite ſtandard when a people of the ſame 
language, the fame religion, the ſame inte- 
reſt, direct their hoſtilities againſt each other 
with a degree of virulence and rage ſcarce 
ever to be found among the moſt implacable 
enemies when thouſands have already pe- 
riſhed by the ſword, and thouſands more 
are deſtined for ſlaughter ; when our natu- 
ral foes are preparing to avail themſelves of 
our diffentions—when our ſucceſſes, as well 
a *# 1 25 as 
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as defeats, are both deſtructive When one 
party muſt yield, or the whole muſt, periſh. 
Can we recollect a period in our hiſtory 
more critical, more to be lamented ? It may 
happen, that when we have mutually weak- 
ened each other by our inteſtine ſtruggles, 
we may both fall a pray to a foreign invader. 
Was there ever more occaſion to bewail 
our danger, to confeſs our guilt, and to pray 
that iniquity may not be our run? 
If we were to enquire into the cauſes of 
our enmity, perhaps we ſhould find neither 
party innocent; both ſides are reproached 
with a violation of faith, honour, and duty; 
both are charged with being authors of this 
deadly breach: the one as exerting an inju- 
dicious authority, the other as renouncing 
conſtitutional ſubjection; the one as aiming 
to be abſolute, the other independent. It 
would not be to my purpoſe to enter at pre- 
ſent into the merits of this great. controverſy 3, 
nor does it become me to decide a, cauſe, in 
which ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt of men 
are divided. One obſervation, however, is 
not foreign to my deſign, nor inconſiſtent 
with the character I now ſuſtain: That we 
are often miſtaken in aſſigning only ſecond 
cauſes for political evils. ., _ . RES FS 
Some perſons think they can reſolve them 
all into the claſhing of human intereſts and 
paſſions, the imprudence of governors, and 
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the mĩſconduct of flateſmen. Bat Rose wh 


take a more er view of things, 
will look to the agency of a ſuperintending 
Deity, who, though he works by human 
means, never fails to ep his own 
purpoſes ; who often puniſhes guilty nations 
by. ambitious princes: by their own devices, 


infatuating their councils, darkening 
eir jud 2 K precipitating them 
into meaſures ch prove their chaſtiſe- 
ment, if not r ruin. In further diſ- 
courſing on this fabje&, I ſhall - © 
I. Enquire into the evidence with which 
hiſtory furniſhes us of the hand of God in 
the 2000 of the world. | 

II. Confider our national character and 
manners, by which we ſhall ſee the neceſſity 
of an immediate reformation to intitle us 
to the divine blefling. 

III. Point out 7 ondter we ſhould 
: purſue and the ſentiments we ſhould culti- 
ne wa the fake 255 our country and our- 
elves. 


These cannot be a more furs inſtruc- 


Juſtice which has uniformly took place 


in the puniſhment of all corrupt nations; 


The ſentence againſt individuals is often re- 
ſpited to a future ſtate, that aug collective 
bodies 1 Frere bei, 3 
I The 


een ene 


tive ſubject of contemplation, than that 


1 
e of Society is from 


The ade . 
® t to irug We | private es . 


and public ſpirit ; from thence to proſpe 
rity, power, and wealth ; from thence FL 
5 f principle, and difloluteneſs of 
om thence to imbecility and 
— 8 "HEE end in flayery and ruin. Vir: 
855 Han ngur, and religion, ſtrengthen the 
the community ; immorality an 
5, relax and break them aſynder. 
. this path have all the celebrated nations 
of the earth trod, and by theſe ſteps have 
they advancec 5 Their final deſtiny. 
One may 2 r than er by 
the 


the 1 of its FH wiſdom of its po- 
licy, and the ſecurity, pf. its ſituation; but it 
Is contrary to the laws of heaven and carth, 
and cone acl univerſal ex experience, 
3 a ene people not to be ſtroyed. 1 
If you ſee the fig-tree put forth her 1 
leaves, you fay ſummer is at hand; and fo 
it cometh to paſs. If you hear the ſouth 
wind blow, qu {; 755 Mr will | be rain ; ; and 
lo it is, TAs then, that when You 
— A 2 5797 1 lenfion of yirtue an 
piety, an inſatiable AER for pleaſure 
nos MEL! 1 by raping. and violation, a ſpirit 
of yenality 2 ſelfithneſs, licentiouſnefs _ 
diſcontent ; 3. You do pot forchode ſome 8 5 
nal calamity 5 g becauſe the 
| Fe underm Fog ſybprovnstion 0. 
ſocicty. 
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| ſociety, deſtroy all authority and obedience, 
and invite foreign enemies, or domeſtic 1 in- 
ſurrections. 

This was the ſituation of the b 
ſp lendid . monarchies recorded in hiſtory. 
This was the condition of the Aſſyrians, 
when ' ſurpriſed and vanquiſhed by Cyrus; 
of the Perſians, when Darius was overcome 
by Alexander; of the Greeks, when ſub⸗ 
dued by the Romans; and, finally, of the 
Romans, who were laid waſte by the eruption 
of the northern nations. Thus has one ſtate 
been the ſcourge of another, and all in their 
turn have been the executioners or monu- 
ments of divine juſtice, ** © 
When I conſider thoſe countries where 
arts and ſciences flouriſhed; © where com- 
merce wafted all her treaſures; where mag- 
nificent cities reared their lofty heads; 
where philoſophy and freedom exalted men 
into heroes, now become the abodes of ſu- 
perſtition, ignorance, and barbariſm ; it 
draws from me an involuntary ſigh over the 
fleeting glory of man 1 the changing 
faſhion of the world. When I 9880 02 
thy fate, O all accompliſhed Greece, thou 
mother of politeneſs and ſcience, thou ſe- 
minary of artiſts, poets, and philoſophers, 
where Homer ſung and Plato tan be. and 
Socrates died, can I regret any lie revo- 
lations which happened! in ſucceeding times? 


When 


* 


SY" 

When I read thy deſtiny, imperial Rome, 
once the queen of nations, the miſtreſs of 
the world, to whoſe dominion bowed all 
the powers, of the earth; now broke to 
pieces like a potter's veſſel, and doomed to 
exhibit the mock pageantry of a religion 
which has been the plague and the reproach 
of human nature; muſt I not tremble for 
every ſtate which bears any reſemblance to 
thee in thy ſpirit, and thy manners, in thy 
proſperity and thy decline? „ 
But Why need I have recourſe to profane 
hiſtory, when I read ſo many records of the 
fame leſſons in ſacred writ ! If any ſtate 

romiſed immortality, it was that which 

ad Jeruſalem for its capital, Moſes for its 
law-giver, and God for its ſovereign ; and 
yet how many viciſſitudes of judgement 
and merey did this favoured ſtate experience? 
We are-taught to liſp with our infant breath, 
its riſe, progreſs, and deſtruction; we are 
deeply intereſted in the fate of a country 
which fed ſuch immenſe multitudes, Which 
was the - habitation of the only people in 
the world that retained any traces of true 
religion; where Jordan rolled its facred 
flood, where the law was delivered in all 
the awful pomp of majeſty on mount Sinai, 
where holy men held devout converſe with 
God, where the promiſed Meſſiah was born, 
Ap? the pureſt 2 of religion was firſt 


pro- 


# 
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promulgated, and yet obſetve the * 
this people under went, r by famine 
to take refuge in Egypt, w were 
reduced to a ſtate of St) ond bondage,, 
from hence redeemed under the auſpices of 
Males, conducted — bp Red * 
Which divided to g 


prizes - th _— — Lord 
their God, and c aſtized when they fergot 
him; carried into captivity by Nebuchad- 
nezzar; 
and repentance, reſtored: by Cyrus; again 
rolapſing into their former crimes, and again 
reduced by their enemies; at laſt, when they 
85 Flle up the meaſure of their 1 iniquities, 
by their factious enmity to all law, religion, 
* government, delivered up to their own 
rage — that of the Romans, they ſaw — 
accompliſhment of their prophecies. in the 
ruin of their city and temple. Thus they 
exhibited. the. — unparal [ele example 91 
divine vengeance among all nations where 
they were diſperſed; and carried with them 
the moſt dreadful progfs of the truth of that 
religion, for the — of which they 
wezrs ſo ſignally puaiſhed. 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 


vellous in gur eyes,. Theſe are tremendeus 
6% | leflong 


— 


afterwards, upon their humuliation 


1 


leſſons which I ſhould be ſorry to think 
applicable to ourſelves. I am not willing te 
read the deſtiny of my country or to foretel 
its ruin. I hope better things and things 
which accompany falvatioa; there are, I 
truſt, "many among us whoſe integrity and 


righteouſneſs will avert the judgements that 


hang over our heads, for my brethreis and 
companions | ſake will I fay, Peace be within 
our <valls and proſperity within our palaces. - 

For the fake of thoſe to whoſe valour an 
fortitude” we owe our prefervation- in paſt 
dangers, I'truſt we have not received the full 
price of their virtuous ſtruggles. . 
Me know not what may be reſerved in the 
councils of heaven, nor what hidden re- 
ſources Providence has for bringing good 
out of evil; we may be permitted to fall 
into our preſent difficulties, to riſe from 
thence more glorious than ever; but it is 
dur duty to diſcern the ſigns of the times, 
and to mark the fatal ſymptoms under which 
we labour. 152 
When tyrants level their rage againſt each 
other, when flaves and bigots contend for 
dominion over one another, it 1s no matter 
which. are conquerors nor- which are over- 
come, they only exchange one bondage for 
another; but for a nation which has excelled 


— 


all others in the wiſdom of its laws and the 


equity of its government, to be torn with 
5 inteſtine 


1 
| | 


| 
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inteſtine ſtrife and diſcord, muſt be a mats 
ter of grief to all the lovers of mankind, 
atid can-only afford a ſpectacle of triumph to 
our enemies. Not that our magnanimity 
and ſpirit are fled, not that we have loſt our 
antient proweſs or are ſunk in effeminacy and 
Noth. Our fleets and armies are great and 
formidable; but to lay waſte and deſtroy, 
to tear one another in pieces, only to gratify 
= or revenge, or with any other view, 


ut to procure peace and good government, 


is unbecoming à brave people; or worthy 
only of ſavages. We cannot wiſh, but from 
abſolute neceſſity and ſelf- defence, to ſpread 
deſtruction over any part of the earth, and 
much leſs can we rejoice to ſee a country 
which has been ſo happily connected with 
us; which, by its richneſs and exuberance, 


ſeems to be marked out as the favourite of 
Providence, which contains in it the ſeeds 


of a riſing empire, and is fitted to be the 
ſeat of a mighty people; cruſhed in its in- 
fancy, and totally depopulated and deſtroyed. 
On the other hand, When ' we. . canfider the 
parent iſle, great in her adverſity; the rank 
and credit the ſtill retains among all the 
powers of the earth, the indulgence ſhe gives 
to her citizens and the generoſity ſhe diſ- 
plays to her enemies; when we, conſider the 
ſtrength of her ſituation, the dignity of her 
government, and the greatneſs ſhe is a 
1 _ . * 
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of attaining, I am ſure we muſt be the moſt 
worthleſs and ungrateful of mankind to en- 
tertain a thought injurious to her welfare; 
we muſt contemplate with dread, her glo- 
ry defaced, her commerce reduced, and the 
ſources of her wealth exhauſted. | 

And yet one or other of theſe events muſt 
take place, if God's providence does not heal 
our breach and unite us agaim in the bands of 
one common intereſt and friendſhip. That 
we may ſee the juſtice of heaven in permitt- 
ing theſe diſtractious to take place and purſue 
our remedy, 

Secondly, . Let us review our national cha- 
racter and conduct, and in them learn the 


grand cauſe of our danger and the means of 


our deliverance. | 
I would not exalt every age and people at 
the expence of our own, nor indulge a gloo- 
my deſpondency, as if we were the moſt aban- 
doned of God's creation; there are many ho- 
nourable exceptions to the charge I am going 
to produce, and I hope there is a generous 
contagion in good examples, which will 
ſpread more and more till it has poſſefſed all 
ranks of men among us. Every ſtate has its 
peculiar virtues and vices, and mankind 
are formed according to the fituation in 
which they are placed, and the temptations to 
which they are expoſed ; a ſeries of proſpe- 
rity and enjoyment is unfavourable to the 
| : growth 
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of either publick or private virtue 3 
and to that muſt we attribute thoſe crimes 
which diſtinguith the preſent times. 


The moſt ſtriking features in our national 


character are a contempt of religion, and an 
infatiable appetite for pleaſure, accompanied 
with 4 total indifference to the meant of 
gratifying it; from theſe ſources have ſprung 
a multitude of evils, which have deluged the 
and. When men have every incentive to 
provoke their patlions, and no checks to con- 
trol them, there is no irregularity which 
they will not commit, no exceſs, into which 
they will not plange themſelves. 

The fear of God and 2 —— 
wards. and puniſhments, are ongeſt 
ſanctions of en laws, and the beſt preſer- 
vative of publick manners; the orders of the 
magiſtrate, and the penalties he inflicts have 
no weight, and convey. no terror, where 
there is no dread of a ſuperior tribunal : ac- 
— ly we find all hiſtorians mention the 
2 I religion and piety, as one of the 

8 of publick ruin; and to this 
— — charge, what can we plead | in our 
defence? 

Thee moſt ſerious truths of natural and re- 
vealed religion are openly diſputed, the inſti- 
tution of the ſabbath is impudently profaned, 
and publick worſhip, which uſed to be the 
your man's entertainment and the bad man's 


8 reſtraint, 
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teſtraint, is either totally neglected, or ob- 
ſerved only out of a parade — pageantry and 
cuſtom, as if we had at laſt detected the folly 
e. toe obſervances, Which the beſt and 
— . ent part of mankind have always 

of the utmoſt importance. 
Pere ful doctrines of Providence, aud a 
future judgement, ate, I will not ſay, diſbe- 
teved; for that implies ſome reflection and 
enquiry, they are ridiculed and treated as if 
they were ſelf· evidently falſe and abſurd; and 
what real ſecurity there ean be of ay man's 
virtue who has loft theſe ties, I leave every 
— to determine. What title we have te 


of all his ordinances and authority, it well 
becomes us to conſider, 

Ihe prevailing love of 'pleafure is another 
cauſe of public miſehief and corruption, and 
here we are not more innocent 3 our pfaces of 
amuſement and diſſipation ate almoſt innu- 
merable ; whatever objects ean gratify the eye, 
che ear, the taſte, the paſſions, are purſued as 
the main buſineſs of life. All thofe ſcenes 
which are calculated to ſoften the rigour of 
virtue, to wear away the bluſh of imocence, 
indto break the aukward obſtinacy of honour, 
are contifmally ſollicitiug our attention. 
We waſte our health and ſpirits, diſable 
wurſelves from PREY the duties and en- 


joying 


s protection, while acting in violation 
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joying all the natural pleaſures of life 3 nay, 
we counterfeit joys; to which we are ſtrangers, 
purſue: what we do not love, and applaud 
what we do not admire : to follow the faſhion 
of the world, we ſubmit to the moſt labo- 
rious drudgery: in compliance with cuſtom 
and taſte, we forego the improvement of con- 
verſation, invade the hours of repoſe, and 
turn the chearful meal of temperance into 
luxury and diſeaſe, for no other end than to 
ſtifle all reflection, to kill time, and to 
enable us to ſpend our lives in a ſtate ef for- 
getfulneſs and inſenſibility: the conſequences 
are lamentable; hence we neglect bur callings 
and employments, ſacriſice our duty and 
intereſt, and entail beggary upon poſterity! 
Formerly, there was a certain propriety of 
character and appearance, annexed to the 
different ſtatlons of life, one to the merchant, 
another to the tradeſman, one to the gentle- 
man, another to the artificer, one. to the 
nobleman, another to the commoner. 
Now, all ranks, orders, and profeſſions, 
are broke in upon and confounded in the 
ſame common pretenſion to taſte, and the 
ſame manners, pride, and profuſion, . - , 
The ſimplicity of behaviour, hoſpitality 
of living, and independance of ſpirit, which 
diſtinguiſhed this iſland, have now given way 
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to the falſe reſinements, ſupercilious airs, and 
ſervile affectation of a corrupt metropolis, 
which have diffuſed themſelves through the | 
whole kingdom. Ha 
The contagion of venality and corruption | 
has ſpread from the higheſt to the loweſt: ; 
hence the common complaints of betraying 
and being betrayed ; hence all honours, truſts, 1 
and emoluments, are the reward of intereſt, 
; 


inſtead of merit; hence power and wealth 
are more reverenced than integrity and virtue; 
and hence, we infamouſly throw away the 1 
privilege we enjoy of chuſing thoſe guardians | 
and governors, on whoſe counſels we might | 
rely, and whoſe conduct would redeem their | 
country. | | 
Public ſpirit, by which I mean not the 17 
clamour of difſembled patriotiſm, but that i 
enlarged benevolence of ſoul which prompts 4g 
men to prefer the general welfare to their | 
own ſordid lucre, was never at ſo low an ebb z 
nay, the very pretenſion to be governed 
any motives but ſelfiſh arid ſiniſter ones, 
is ridiculed as hypocriſy and grimace, and in- 
deed, from the frequency of the moſt ſplendid 
charaCter having 1 all principle and 
honour to ambition, it is not to be won- 
dered at. Theſe are the great blemiſhes of 
our national character. 8 1 
Among individuals of an inferior claſs we 
find, ſcorn of honeſt labour, a love of W | 
| an i 
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and dreſs, which prompts them to imitate the 
manners of their ſuperiors, and to involve 
themſelves in diſtreſſes, which they can only 


repair by diſhoneſt artifices or vile depen- 


dence ; hence, the public is infeſted with 
miſchievous or burthened with uſeleſs mem- 


bers ; who, adding nothing to the welfare of 


the community, are obliged to live 'by its 


ſpoils. 


Thus we ſee multitudes living in ſplendid 


Davery, receiving, without a bluſh, the price 


of their corruption or their . meanneſs, and 
ready to proſtitute themſelves to any ini- 
quity. 5 x ä 
Our fathers purſued the laborious track of 
patient induſtry. and frugality, and roſe, by 
low but ſure ſteps, to opulence and gran- 
deur ; they ventured not beyond their know- 
ledge or abilities, maintained their credit in- 
violable, and never were diſappointed, unleſs 
by unexpected misfortunes ; but how many 
are there now, who, without ſubſtance or 
Honour, put on the W of wealth, 
in order to gain it ; ſeduce the confidence of 
the unwary, indulge viſionary calculations, 
aunch out into deſperate projects; and when 


they can deceive no longer, inſult the cre- 


dulity of their friends, and out-braye the 
contempt of the world: hence, thoſe jJealou- 
ſies and miſtruſts, which are baneful to com- 


merce; and hence, thoſe frequent breaches 


which 
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which ſpread ſuch extenſive miſchief, and 
involve the innocent with the guilty. 


I cannot help here mentioning that com- 


plication of all vices, the pernicious practice 
of gaming, which has invaded all places of 
reſort, baniſhed all converſation, and excluded 
every other manly and rational amuſement ; 
which deſtroys 3 friendſhip, and re- 
ſpect, among the members of ſociety, and, 


like death, makes all diſtinctions void; which, 


in a word, is only a reputable method of 
plunder and rapine, authoriſed by cuſtom 
and faſhion. 51 
Thoſe recreations which were wont to 
be underſtood as a ſhort relief to the mind 
in the intervals of buſineſs or duty, are 
now the ſchools of artifice and dexterity; 
where every malignant paſſion is kindled, and 
where thoſe harpies ſubſiſt, who ought not 
to ſubſiſt among mankind: What tremend- 
ous fluctuations of proſperity and adverſity 
are made to depend upon chance! fortunes 
and eſtates ſtand trembling upon a dye, aud 


families and children fall victims to the folly 


of a deſperate madman. | | 
In connection with this vice, and often a 
fatal concluſion of it, I might mention the 
frequency of ſuicide, which diſtinguiſhed the 
laſt age of the Roman republic, when they 
were no longer a brave or a free people: what 
can deſpair ſuggeſt to thoſe who have no 
| | er principle 


20 

principle of hope or virtue, but to put an 
end to an exiſtence which they cannot ſup- 
port. Thus, though deftitute of courage 
and fortitude, they put on the appearance of 
them. Poverty and want they never felt; 
infamy and ſcorn and pity they cannot bear ; 
and, afraid of the face of the world, they ruſh 
285 fear into the preſence of an avenging 

od. . ; | 

Another evil, of the moſt pernicious: ten- 
dency, is the prevailing rage of calumny and 
licentiouſneſs, which ſerves only to gratify 
wicked men, and to produce faction and diſ- 
content: I do not mean that fair diſcuſſion ot 
political or religious ſubjects, which detects 
impoſture, and is neceſſary to a free ſtate; but 
that unbridled ſpirit of virulence, which 


flings about firebrands and death, and ſays, 


* am I not in ſport ?” which violates all order 
and decency, and, by falſifying mens mo- 
tives, confounds the beſt with the worſt cha- 
racters; hence a circulation of lies and for- 
geries to delude the credulous and palliate 
the baſeſt actions; hence freedom of ſpeech 
is turned into a nuiſance, and that counter- 
feit, which calls itſelf liberty, will, in time, 
become its deſtroyer. 
Among the evils which are juſtly to be 
complained of, I cannot omit the falſe prin- 


ciples of education which we have * 
| | 75. 


\ 


CJ 


The riſing: generation, inſtead of learning 
the uſeful rules of modeſty, ſobriety, and 
ceconomy, are trained up, without diſtinction 
of circumſtances, to a taſte of ambition which 
gan only mortify, and may prove their ruin. 
Perſons who might be happy in the medium 
of lite, are taught to forget their humble 
origin, and to aſpire to ſuperior ſtations, or 
periſh in the attempt: hence they are cor- 
rupted, or rendered uſeleſs by their own qua- 
lifications. The merit of paſſing, with 
honour and fidelity, through the ſeveral rela- 
tions of domeſtic life, is deſpiſed for the idle 
glitter of ſhew and ee wee diſap- 
pointment or diſhonour ſucceed: or iterate 
being made the foundation of the moſt ſacred 
of all compacts, unequal connections take 
place, diſcord ſprings up, animoſity breaksout ; 
and thoſe yows — 4 
God and man, are broken without any ſenſe of 
ſhame or apparent remorſe. To this may be 
added, thole oaths, ſubſcriptions, and appeals 
to heaven, which were deſigned as the fences 
of honeſty, religion and truth, but, which, 
in reality, betray and undermine them all: 
for what declarations are effectual againſt the 
force of intereſt ? they are treated as obſolete 
forms, and palliated with the moſt ſhameleſs 
ſophiſtry; but they lead to a total deprava- 
tion of manners. 

* But 
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ut it is no pleaſure to me to dwell on theſe 
melancholy ſubjects: I will therefore cloſe 
with pointing out the grand cauſe of the 
rapid change in our public and private mo- 
rals ; and that is, the wealth which has been 
the plunder of the Eaſt, the cruel and per- 
fidious ſpoils of that country which has en- 
riched, debauched, and undone every one of 
its invaders. 

When I think of the barbarities we have 
committed, the millions we have deſtroyed 
by ſword and famine, the diſhonour we have 
brought upon our national character by re- 
peated treachery and diſſimulation, the fer- 
tile regions we have depopulated, without any 
right but that ſuperiority which ſtrength gives 
wolves and lions over their prey, it makes 
me tremble, leſt divine vengeance ſhould re- 
taliate thoſe wrongs of which we ourſelves 
have been guilty. | 

- Now, when we confider the cauſes to which 
hiſtorians have attributed the decline of all 
antient kingdoms, and find them all centered 
within us, what idea can we entertain of our 
fecurity ? what ſyſtem of laws and policy can 
ſuſtain ſuch a load of iniquity ? what exemp- 
tion can we hope for from the natural and 
neceſſary effects of our vices ? what merit 
can we plead to prevent us from being deli- 
vered over to our own mutual animofities, or 
the rage of our enemies? It becomes us, 
therefore, to lay theſe things to heart, and 
not 


4 by 
5 
( = 


not to be drowned in careleſs tranquility, as 


if to be inſenſible of all danger was the only th 
way to prevent it. While we look to our 11 
rulers aud governors for the correction of 4 
thoſe miſchiefs which threaten the conſtitu- 1 
tion, let us concur, every one of us, in re- 1 
medying thoſe irregularities in which we are 9 
concerned, and which together form the {i 
enormous ſum of our national iniquities, Let | 
us join hands with all honeſt men and friends W | 
to tht public, by our precepts and example, 4 

our influence and authority, to put vice out 


of countenance, to reſtore the ſimplicity of 
our manners, the purity of our character, 
and the excellence of our religion. It is to | 
little purpoſe that we alienate this day from | 
its uſual buſineſs, unleſs our prayers and | 
vows are accompanied with contrition and iq 
amendment. It is a mockery to Almighty | [3 
God, to imagine he will miraculouſly fave | 
us, in ſpite of our ſins, and contrary to the | 
full bent of our reſolutions, A thouſand ob- | 
lations will do no good, unleſs we turn fram i 
the error of our ways. If we did but know ; 
how to value our bleſſings, and improve our 
rivileges, we ſhould have nothing to fear from 
3 or open enemies, from foreign invaſion 
or domeſtic inſurrection. 

Again, Thirdly, As one of the ends of this 
day's ſolemnity is to conſider and repent of 
our iniquities, let another purpoſe of it be to 
| * cheriſh 
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cheriſh ſentiments of good-will as fellow- 
citizens, and to bind olives in the ſtrongeſt 
ties of affection and ne let us not 
confirm our prejudices, or light up our te- 
ſentments at the altar of the Lord, by mak- 
ing this a faſt of ſtrife and debate, party and 
diviſion, or by giving vent to bitter recrimi- 
nations and reproaches. | 
It is no unuſual thing for members of the 
ſame community, to retort upon each other 
the origin of their calamities; which can 


have no other tendency than to breed diſtrac- 


tion and weakneſs. God forbid we ſhould 
make an act of humiliation a cloak of mali- 
ciouſneſs, or a teſt of civil principles ; this 1s 
only transferring the ſeat of conteſt into our 


- own country, and bringing thoſe diflentions 


which prevail abroad into our own bowels. 
As long as men are permitted to think for 
themſelves, there muſt be a difference of opi- 
nion: but why ſhould this degenerate into 
ſpite and malevolence ? Let us be divided 
without enmity, and, at all events, main- 
tain the union of citizens, the generoſity of 
men, and the charity of Chriſtians. We 
haye all one common intereſt, and are united 
by the moſt ſacred ties; and why ſhould we 
indulge rancor and maleyolence ? Let us not 
charge men with principles they diſclaim, or 
wiſhes they abhor ; the wrath of man work- 
eth not the righteouſneſs of God. Let us 


not 
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not make religion a party in our diſputes, or 
aſcribe that to partial cauſes, which may be 
accounted for upon principles common to all 


mankind : this ſhews a narrow judgment and 


an illiberal ſpirit. Some have aſſerted, that 
all our troubles have ſprung from the reſtleſs 


ſpirit of turbulent fanatics and ſectaries; 


others to the ambition of a few leaders, others 
to the changeable meaſures of government, 
others to the oppofition of malecontents at 


home ; and thus we gratify our paſſions and 


reſentments by mutual aſperſions and invec- 
tives. I am ſure ſo general a revolt cannot be 
the effect of one ſingle cauſe, or proceed from 
one ſet of men or another: a variety of events, 
and a multitude of actors, muſt concur with 
the machinations of ſecret enemies to produce 
it. Had we acted with more vigour or more 
moderation, had we ſhewn the confidence of 
friends or the reſolution of foes, had we been 
more unanimous or more divided, had our. 
meaſures been differently planned or differently 
executed, an event which all men muſt lament, 
and which none can rejoice in at preſent, 
might not have happened, we might 
ſtill have been a happy people; and thoſe 
tragical calamities, which ages cannot reſtore, 
might have been prevented. I do not men- 
tion theſe things to revive altercations which 
have been long agitated. in vain, to upbraid 


one party, or to vindicate another, but to 
ſhew 
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ſnew that there is room for the exerciſe of 


mutual candor and forbearance. 
We profeſs the ſame religion under diffe- 
rent modes, we pay homage to the ſame 
ſovereign under different names, we reverence 
the | ſame conſtitution with different opinions 
concerning the beſt method of defending it; 
we may be divided about the moſt- prudent 
manner of acting towards the colomes, but 


we muſt be convinced that our welfare at 


home, under all poſſible contingencies, muſt 
be to love our country and one another, and 
to at with harmony and concord, and to 
drop all ſuſpicions of arbitrary deſigns or po- 
pular innovations, without the cleareſt evi- 
dence. 


Providence may, for ought we know, 


have permitted theſe convulſions to take 
place, to fulfil ſome great deſigus which we 
cannot comprehend; however, I am ſure there 
is no prudent end to be accompliſhed by 
aſperſions and invectives, no ſet of men are 


wholly innocent or wholly guilty, no party, 


can throw the firſt ſtone ; on all fides there 
is occaſion for candid conſtructions and gener- 
ous conceſſions ; and we owe it to our intereſt, 
to our country, and to our religion, to ſuſpend 


all inflammatory revilings, which cannot 


draw down the bleſſing of heaven, and may 
effectually prevent it. This leads me, | 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, to point out the conduct we ſhould. 


purſue, and the ſentiments we ſhould cultivate 
for the ſake of our country and ourſelves. 
Now, as we know not the end of 
dur preſent commotions, nor what conſe- 
quences may ariſe from the ſucceſs of either 
party, we cannot better anſwer the purpoſes 


of this day, than by uniting our petitions to 


the God of heaven and earth ; that he who 


can bring good out of evil, and light out of 


darkneſs, would terminate our diflentions to 
our mutual advantage. We cannot reconcile 
the interfering intereſts and claſhing pafſhons 
of mankind ; we mult leave it to him who 
rules the raging of the ſea, ſo that the waves 
thereof are ſtill; ſuch is our fituation, that 
we cannot without ſome reſerve, with proſpe- 
rity to any meaſures that are purſued, as we 
cannot but appreheud the moſt ſerious conſe- 
quences to ourſelves or others; we fee cala- 
mity on every ſide, and danger in every proſ- 
pe& : as a citizen, I am bound to pray for 
the welfare of my country; as a man, I cau- 
not rejoice in the ruin or deſolation of my 
fellow creatures : I know what we were when 
united; I know not what we may be if divid- 
ed: if victorious, we may be violent and 
oppreſſive; if defeated, we may follow the 


fate of antient empires: I ſhall not draw a 


parallel between the character of two na 
tions ; I am ſorry that cither of them ſhould 
be 


? 
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be worthy of reproach; I ſhall not weigh their 
fates in ſcales, nor determine which has the 
beſt claim to divine protection; we may both 
deſerve its chaſtiſement. Perhaps we have 
ſeen but the beginning of ſorrows ; I know 
that our forces are powerful; but the race is 
not always to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 
ſtrong. I truſt not alone in human power or 
policy, and my only conſolation is this, that 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, that he 
has not left the world to the mercy of am- 
bition and pride, and that he can either re- 
ſtrain the wrath of human ſavages, or make 
it to advance his praiſe; what can we do then, 
but after the uſe of all wiſe and honeſt means, 
commit all our affairs into his hands, hoping 
that he, who has the hearts of all men at his 
command, would, by ways and means inſeru- 
table to us, diſpoſe us to forget our mutual 
animoſities, and join once more in the bands 
of brotherly affection: the moſt diſtant and 
improbable events may be brought about if 
he pleaſes, and the moſt implacable diſpoſi - 
tions may be reconciled, -  — 

In this, therefore, I am fure we muſt agree, 
whatever we differ in beſide ; to prefent-our 
ſupplications, that the experience of our mu- 
tual ſufferings may teach us wiſdom and mo- 
deration, that having felt the one of us 
the evils of a deſtructive civil war, and the 
a 1543 a 1 other 
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other the dangers of a precarious indepen- 
dance, both may drop all unreaſonable de- 
mands, and ambitious uſurpations, and enter 
into a compact which ſhallnot be diflolved, but 
with the world itſelf; may the relation we 
ſtand in to each other be underſtood, our com- 
mon duties be defined and faithfully per- 


formed, may all miſtakes at the reſtoration 


of peace, be honourably rectified, and the 
cauſes of future diſſention be utterly remov- 


ed; that on the one hand, authority may be 


exerciſed without rigour, on the other, liber- 
ty be enjoyed without licentiouſneſs; and 
thus, like friends having learned the value of 
each others confidence, by a ſudden and haſty 
difference, may we meet together in a cloſer 
alliance of affection, to which paſt diſcord 
has only ſerved to add ſtability and dura- 
tion. 

But to bring the duties of this day more 
home to ourſelves, there is one inference 


which the preceding ; that eee! ſug- 


geſt to us, and that is, that ve not a 
long while to ſtay in this world of uproar 
and diſorder, and conſequently that we have 
ſomething elſe to intereſt us, beſide thoſe ani- 


moſities and contentions which prevail upon 


It. 
Whatever purſuits we are engaged in, as 
actors in this drama, they are but of ſmall 


importance to other duties we have upon our 
hands, 
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hands, and can only affect us for a ſhort du- 


ration; our intereſts and well-being in eter- 
nity, ſhould be regarded as our main bufineſs; 
for we ſhall ſoon be removed to that place, 
where all diſtinctions ſhall ceaſe, all troubles 
end, and the ſlave be as his maſter. It is laud- 
able to ſerve our country, to maintain our 
rights, and enjoy all the freedom we can, 
during our continuance on earth, becauſe theſe 
are the foundation of the beſt improvements, 
the moſt refined virtues, and the moſt ele- 
gant enjoyments ; but temporal privileges 
and bleſſings do not conſtitute all the hap- 
pineſs of rational and accountable crea- 
| tures: we know not what will be the fate of 
kingdoms, when- our heads are repoſed in 
duſt 3; but we know that our welfare or 
miſery will be decided by our diſcharge or 
neglect of the duties of private life. FEES 
Some of the beſt and greateſt of men, after 

a life of diſintereſted ſervice to their country, 
and mankind, have ended their days in grief 
and deſpair for the public welfare; and yet if 
they could have looked into futurity, they 
would have found many of their fears ground- 
leſs, many of their wiſhes accompliſhed, and 
many revolutions approaching, the proſpect 
of which would have cheered their dying 
moments. This ſhould teach us to check our 
fears, and leave the government of the world, 
| | to 
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to him who maketh all things work together 
for good. | 
Aſtoniſhing are all the viciſſitudes of hu- 
man things. Jer and commerce, and free- 
dom, have been ſhifting their habitations from 
the beginning of time. We know that moſt 
empires have been ruined by their greatneſs, 
and there is a point of perfection which no- 
thing mortal can exceed; we know that God 
will provide ſome fecret retreat for truth and 
virtue, in ſome part or other of his creation; 
and if the greateſt ſum of happineſs be pro- 
duced, that religion which makes the world 
our country, and the human race our 
brethren, teaches us that it is no matter m 
what place, or by what inſtruments it is ac- 
compliſhed; we cannot conjecture what lies 
in the boſom of providence, nor what ſcenes 
may open m thoſe regions, which are now 
the theatre of war: they may for policy, free- 
dom and ſcience eclipſe the records of antient 


ſtory, and poſſeſs a degree of commere, . 


grandeur, and dominion, ih compariſon - of 


which, all the reſt of the world ſhall be but 


as a ſhadow : on the other hand, if deprived 
of their guardian, they may be attacked by 
foreign power, and torn, with inward fac- 
tions, till, weakened and exhauſted, they only 
ſerve to grace the triumphs of ſome mighty 
conqueror. O Lord! how unſearchable are 
thy councils, and thy ways paſt finding 0. 
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but let what will take place on this mortal 
ſtage, we know that we are but pilgrims and 
ſojourners here below; we ſhall foon be ſum- 
moned to that place, where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and the weary ate at reſt; 
there no ambition ſhall diſturb our repoſe, 
but all be peace and tranquillity for ever. 
It muſt move our pity to ſee ſuch a ſhort 
lived creature as man, with his feeble powers 


and narrow influence, ſetting all his engines V 
to work to accompliſh his deſigns, projecting al 
viſionary plans, ſolicitous about the public li 
welfare, while he is forgetful of his own, p 
regulating the affairs of nations, big with 1 
vain expectations, and paſſing away his life ee. 
in conſtant tumult and -agitation, till he * 
drops into the grave and 1s no more ſeen,; 
when, with all his ſagacity, he cannot tell of 
what to-morrow will bring forth, and with * 
all his labour he cannot make the world obe- I 
dient to his will. e ee g 
Let not ſuch objects engage our principal 0 
attention, let them only be e to our th 
grand concern of ſecuring that, better part p! 
which cannot be taken away from us. ta 
Let us paſs through the world with a good oy 
conſcience, diſcharge every duty, and walk ac 
humbly with God. Let us live the life of 
the righteous, die their death, and we- ſhall t] 


neither live nor die in vain; we ſhall gain 
more than the moſt fortunate candidates for 
earthly 


a 


earthly dominion; peace of mind and the 


proſpect of a bliſsful immortality. 

We ſhall be the beſt citizens, the beſt 
members of ſociety, and the beſt Chriſtians, 
We cannot change the courſe of nature 


by the moſt actiye and zealous part we take 


* 
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ſions and diſcompoſe our temper. Pal 

If our governors are miniſters for good, 
we ſhall lead peaceable lives, in all godlineſs 
and honeſty. If otherwiſe, their power 1; 
limited and ſhort, and this is not our abiding 
place; we cannot be robbed of a good con- 
ſcience, nor the rewards which are promiſed 
it hereafter. Theſe are the conſolations of 
wiſe and good men, | | 

We ſee ſomething more in the government 


in human affairs, but we may ruffle our paſs 


of the world than a train of political ſchemes, 


which often turn to the confuſion of their 
projectors; there is an inviſible ſpring which 
guides and directs the whole machine; and 
whatever gloomy appearances may preſent 
themſelves, juſtice and righteouſnefs will 
prevail at laſt. The kings of the earth may 
take council together, and the people ima- 


gine a vain thing; they ſhall not prevail 


againſt Omnipotence. 
To conclude then; If we ſtand higher in 
the eſtimation of heaven; if we have more of 


that righteouſneſs which exalteth a people ; 


if | 


_ tepentanee and reformation ; thus, whether 
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if God has eres deßgne to ' acomplitts by 
pul preſervation, we ſhall not be dogs: 777 


If, on the other Band, all virtae, and bab 


ke ſpirit, and religion are fed, a terlible 
doom awaits us; our" trunſgreſſions will be 


viſited with the rod, and our iniquity with 


ſtripes: but, till, the ſentence be paſſed, our 
only refoutee | is i turning from the error of 
our ways, and dedudting Gur ſhare from the 


national guilt; let us put away: tlie evil of 
our doings, and ſeek the favour of God by 


we avert our country's ruin or not, we ſhall 
2 our own; we ſhall 105 the appro- 
tion of gur o minds, pals happily thro” 


all the changes of human life, and, when 
the king doris of the world ate departed, like 
na ſhepherd's tent, we ſhall obtain a place in 


that peaceful kingdom wherein welleth 
Aighteovſnct for cn. 5 8 I 
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